Tender Greetings for the Holiday Season

Hello everyone,

I am in England today, looking out at my third day of freezing fog, glad that my state of being is not dependent on the weather. I can’t help but laugh knowing that those of you in the southern hemisphere have just enjoyed the heat and light of the longest day of the year while we in the north are cultivating our inner sunshine in this also beautiful but contrasting time of cosiness and hibernation.

It has been an historic ten days at the Foundation with the death of Eileen Caddy, one of our founders, on 13 December; the passing of the leadership of the management team from Mari Hollander, who held the post with vision, clarity and compassion for seven years, to Bettina Jespersen during our internal conference; and the winter solstice.

It is always a delight to sit down at my computer to make a heart connection with all 10,000 of you spread around the globe yet brought together by an awareness of our unity of consciousness and our desire to create a loving, peaceful and sustainable future. Everyone at Findhorn sends deep wishes of love, light and joy to you wherever you are.

I am pleased to let you know that our current brochure for May to October 2007 is now available online. I am very proud of the range of educational programmes offered - from Essential Findhorn, providing the Findhorn Foundation’s unique blend of practical spirituality and conscious living, to education for sustainability, professional trainings, personal development and the arts. We hope you like the more user-friendly format. You can either download the complete brochure as a pdf at www.findhorn.org/events/FFBrochureSum2007.pdf or look at our calendar of workshops and events via the homepage at www.findhorn.org.

Yesterday, the whole community gathered in the Universal Hall for our solstice ritual. I was sorry to miss it this year but connected from 600 miles away with the sacred space the community creates to both individually and collectively review the past year, create intentions for 2007 and to choose an angel to overlight the year.

I was happy to hear that the community’s angel for 2007 is TENDERNESS. This feels particularly appropriate as we celebrate the life of Eileen Caddy, who died, as I stated earlier, on 13 December, aged 89.

Eileen was an amazing woman in many ways and I invite you to visit our homepage and read more about her and her “divinely ordinary” life. There are also photos, a recent video clip, a fine obituary and a chance to share your own memories of this remarkable spiritual teacher.

I hold a special place for Eileen in my own heart as it was while listening to one of her tapes, The Challenge of Change, in Cluny library six years ago that I experienced an irrefutable inner knowing that I was to live at Findhorn. My obedience to this knowledge was, and still is, the best move I ever made and Eileen’s quiet insistence that we be still, go within and listen and be obedient to that voice is still a founding principle of this community. She was truly a radical and courageous woman who uplifted and inspired many thousands of people and will continue to do so through her books.

As David Spangler, longterm associate of the community says, “We are her greatest legacy, every person ever blessed by Findhorn, every person ever inspired to find their inner Sacredness. We are blessed in our ordinariness, that we are part of this world, part of each other. We don't need to be special. We just need to be ourselves in partnership with our own Sacredness.”
Dorothy Maclean, the sole surviving founder of this community continues, at 87, to actively pursue her planetary work, inspiring us all to do the same. 2006 has not seen the end of war or poverty or fear but I know what Eileen would say to us - All is very, very well.

I leave you with just one of Eileen’s many pieces of guidance: “You have a tremendous work to do. It is the silent work of creating more love in the world.”
May we all be love this day and all days,

sending loving kindness to you all,

and deep gratitude for the gift of life,

Yvonne Cuneo,

Communications Team

